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It feels like yesterday when I held my tears
and left my host family for the airport. Those
were tears of thankfulness and wistfulness.

This study tour to Australia was no ordinary
trip. We actually had to go to school. The boys
and I went to Saint Steven College, which is
a pretty well-known school around the area of
Gold Coast. We had the chance to be paired up
with one of the local students and have lessons
with them.

My buddy is William. He comes from China
so I had to speak Mandarin with him. He studies
Accounting and Economics. One of my most
memorable lessons for the trip was in Economics.
During one of the Economics lessons, the teacher
invited two students to play a game. The students
had to build a chain with A4 paper following
certain procedures. After some time, the amount
of links was tallied and the two students each
added one ‘laborer’ to their teams. With more
members onboard, the newly-formed teams then
shared the duties and repeated the chain-making
process. This activity was to demonstrate an
Economics concept called marginal product of
labor. I have never had a lesson like that before
— I can say that for sure as I can still remember
clearly what I have learnt, even now. I have learnt
more than Economics; I have learnt a lesson is
more than books and notes; I have learnt that you
can befriend someone whom you do not even
know the name of — I was the first ‘laborer’ to

be invited by a student who had just met me a
few minutes before.

The tour was more than school — it was
also about family. Philip and I stayed with a host
family, the Bennetts. This family comprises of
Mrs Bennett, Yumi, and two of her children Kai
and Harmonie, who are five years old and two
years old respectively. Mr. Bennett, unfortunately,
passed away a year ago, so now Yumi has to raise
the kids on her own.

For three weeks we lived together, we played
together and we looked after each other’s backs.
I remember one night, I heard a loud bang in the
living room followed by Kai’s crying. I rushed
out of my room to see what happened. As it
turned out, Kai sat on a balloon and it popped. He
ran to me and for three minutes, he was crying
in my arms. I have never cared for someone so
much before, and I have never been so needed by
before. That was my first taste of being a father
figure, a side I never thought I had, until now.

A travel to Australia, a meaningful study
tour, a journey of self-discovery, whatever you
want to call it; those three weeks are the best
days I have ever spent. And I promise I will be
the best I can be.

To Yumi, Kai, Harmonie, Cody and William,

I will not fail you. For what you have done
for me, this is the least I can do to repay you.
Wish you guys the brightest of future.
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Young Envoys Programme
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In Secondary 3, I embarked on my journey
as a child rights advocate with the UNICEF
Young Envoys Programme. Initially, there
were naysayers who did not think much of my
decision, but I knew that that was what I wanted.
Whether an experience will be fruitful or not,
nobody knows; but no one ever finds out the
answer without taking the first step. And after
several rounds of interviews, I took that first
step by being accepted as an ambassador of the
aforementioned programme.

During the course, I have learned how child
rights affect the society. Water and sanitation
problems in underdeveloped countries were my
main areas of focus, and I went on a field trip to
Gansu Province with my fellow envoys to hold a
child rights-themed funfair to raise awareness of
the issue. All these activities have molded me to
be more attuned to what is happening in society
both locally and globally.

In Gansu Province, I realized the importance
of education and economy, and how the former
sets up the stage for the latter. The principal of
a kindergarten in a farming village whom we
visited said, “Education here is a success only
when every child in this small town knows how
to dream.” Through education, the children in
Gansu Province can take charge of their future.
Although not all-empowering, education at least
gives hope to people that there is a better future
ahead, one that has more options than merely
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being farmers and parents. With a better economy
through education, the rural poor can wean off
their dependence on external aids from both non-
government organizations and the government,
which can be limited and unreliable. More capital
also means that more can be done to lower the
mortality rates of children and mothers-at-birth,
and the potential to save lives and to preserve
complete family units cannot be understated.

However, for all the good that I think I
am doing, there is a slight feeling of doubt.
Technology is awesome, as without it the poor
would not be able to have access to knowledge,
the all-important tool they need to forge their
future with. But at the same time, I do not know
if we are doing more harm than good by showing
the poor a world that they may perceive as being
unreachable. Yes, children in Gansu Province
can learn music from professional teachers, but
at this stage, it is perhaps improbable for them to
further their studies in music, let alone have any
achievement in the musical field. Nonetheless,
I do believe that they have the basic right to be
informed about the outside world.

You can either accept conditions as they
exist, or fight the uphill battle to change the
status quo. For me, I choose the latter. Trying
will always be difficult, but what is even more
difficult to me would be to not put in the effort to
at least try to make the world a better place.
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The Chemists Online Self-study Award Scheme
Platinum Award
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Hong Kong Catholic Diocesan Schools Talent Show
2016
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67th Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival 2015
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First in Solo Verse Speaking
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