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Field Trip with Singaporean Students

Language Across Curriculum

Mastering content subjects such as
Integrated Humanities and Science through
English medium of instruction (EMI) has
long been an obstacle for junior secondary
students, especially Secondary One students
who mostly come from primary schools which
use Chinese as the medium of instruction.
Learning individual words has already been
proved to be a challenge to students. They find
it even more stressful to understand the whole
phrase or sentence and the related concepts
when these words are put together in a text.
The stress and frustrations students suffer at
the beginning of the secondary education can
stifle their passion for learning.

Our students also express difficulties
understanding the complicated language
structures used in the content subjects,
comprehending questions and presenting their
ideas and answers effectively. To better prepare
Secondary One students for EMI education,
the school has introduced Language Across
Curriculum (LAC) since 2011-2012 to address
students’ needs in learning.

Language Across Curriculum is an
approach that integrates language learning
and content learning. Language cannot be
learnt effectively without a context while
effective learning of content subjects depends
on students’ language proficiency. To ensure
students learn effectively, English teachers, in
collaboration with the Integrated Humanities
and Science teachers, have developed the
Language Across Curriculum programme to
help junior secondary students hone their

What would you recommend to a friend
who is visiting Hong Kong? Where will you take
him to? What are you going to show him in our
city? The Peak? Disneyland? Malls and more
malls?

Forty Singaporean visitors came to our
school right after the commencement of a new
academic year. Guess what Shun Lee students
showed them? It was not malls but mountains.

Teachers and students from CHIJ St.
Joseph’s Convent, Singapore come to our
school every year after our visit to their school
during Easter. To show our dear friends another
side of Hong Kong, eighty Secondary Five
Geography students became tour guides and
took them to a natural geographical gallery,
High Island in Sai Kung. It is one of the eight
Geo-Areas which make up the Hong Kong
Global Geopark.

reading and writing skills in English.

The programme, taught by English
teachers, is conducted for all Secondary One
to Secondary Three students. They have a
one-hour LAC lesson per cycle. Based on the
curricula of Integrated Humanities and Science,
LAC teachers have developed learning
materials to equip students with various skills
to comprehend different sentence structures
while reading; and present their ideas more
effectively while writing.

Through the collaboration between English
Language and Integrated Humanities as well as
Science, students not only have their language
exposure widened, their critical thinking skills
can also be cultivated. When certain topics
covered in Integrated Humanities and Science
lessons such as environment and endangered
species are discussed in English lessons,
students can develop different perspectives
on the same issue using different knowledge
acquired in content subjects.

Empowered with subject-specific language
skills, junior students find learning Integrated
Humanities and Science in English easier
to manage. They display greater confidence
in tackling different question types and
producing written responses in these content
subjects. Most importantly, students become
more aware of the essence of LAC, which is
the skills learnt in one key learning area can
be and should be transferred to another to
facilitate their learning.

Nothing is more enjoyable than having
a Geography lesson in the wonderful natural
landscape; and nothing comes more effective
than a field trip to understand the significance
of conservation, education and sustainable
development. Departing from Shun Lee, we
started our “walking lesson” alongside the
reservoir in the Sai King East Country Park,
and journeyed to its easternmost end. All of
us indulged in the timeless beauty of the weird
and wonderful landforms. We were completely
amazed when we saw the magnificent
hexagonal columnar joints. Being tour guides,
we explained to our guests that the hexagonal
columns are internationally rare acidic
polygonal volcanic rock columns. We also
showed them the buckles in the hexagonal

columnar joints and the s-shape section, which
are evidence to trace the formation of volcanic
extrusive rock. Who says Hong Kong has
nothing more to offer other than shopping and
dining? We were thrilled when we found such
spectacular rock wonder in our hometown, and
we were really proud to introduce this wonder
to our Singaporean visitors.

It was the nature's exquisite work that
brought students from Hong Kong and
Singapore together. This field trip offered
more than a fruitful Geography lesson about
the unique landforms. It has cemented the
friendship between Shun Lee and St. Joseph’s
Convent. We all look forward to visiting another
Geo-area together next year!

So Ching Ching 5D

Model United

Tension lingered, placard raised, delegates
dressed in suits were preparing their speeches
for the battle of words on the roundtable. This
was the most exciting scene captured in the
Hong Kong Secondary School Model United
Nations Conference (HKSSMUNC), a three-
day event held in late June introducing students
to the ‘Big Big World’ from the perspective of a
diplomat.

Three committees were established in
this year’s conference: the G20 Summit,
the Human Right Council and the General
Assembly. Six of us in Secondary Four signed
up for the General Assembly and Human
Right Council respectively. More than a
hundred of students from various schools and
places assembled in the same hall, getting
ready to discuss contemporary issues about
humanities, politics as well as economics, and
trying to reach a consensus to improve the life
of the disadvantaged and make our world a
better place to live in.

Model United Nations (MUN) debate is far
from the English debate we usually see. More
tactics, formal procedures and ‘psychological
warfare’ were involved. It is the reason why
diplomat role-playing gives us such excitement
and authenticity. When it is common to see
diplomatic negotiations among world leaders
in newspapers or on TV, we needed to do the
same in the MUN conferences. Knowing that
a single nation doesn’t have much bargaining
power or the leverage to affect the result of
the conference, finding allies and forming
blocs became our key task. We lobbied
other delegates to side with us and sought

Nations Conference

support from those sharing similar beliefs.
The lobbying process was exhausting, but our
communication and critical thinking skills have
been honed.

Though the MUN was just a simulation
of the United Nations, intriguing or bizarre
relationships between nations amazed and
amused delegates — the long-standing enmity
between China and America was softened and
they became close allies; Kenya, one of the
most impoverished regions, became the super
power and fought against China. The only thing
that remained unchanged was the admiration
and loyalty of North Korean delegates towards
the Kim’s family. They had the photo of Kim
Jong-un, the supreme leader of North Korea,
proudly displayed on their shirts and placard.
After all, it was just a role-play activity and not
every detail was similar to the real-life political
situation. However, the anecdote added
colours to the MUN conferences, and made
the learning process fun and unforgettable,
especially when you understand the global
politics and international relations.

In this era of globalization, learning
about the world is more important than ever.
Problems taking place halfway around the
globe impact our lives, our communities, and
our country. Through this "learning-by-doing"
approach during the MUN conferences, young
people can be involved in the vital decisions
made in the international affairs arena by
diplomats and world-leaders. The programme
has also provided ample opportunities for us
to engage in research and public speaking.
The most valuable lesson we have learnt

is teamwork, which is so crucial not only in
the preparation of the position papers during
the MUN conferences, but also in workplace
where staff are expected to function as a team
to achieve the common goals. Opening our
eyes to the world of politics, and strengthening
the skills and qualities much needed in the
working world, the MUN programme was truly
an inspiring and rewarding experience.

Irene Wong 5E
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| have one special idea to share, one unique perspective that
might change your behavior; the kind of behavior that will change your
habit and habits that changes your personality; which will ultimately
determine your fate. So, what conclusion can be drawn from the above
sequence? A single thought could easily change your life so never
forgo a single “wild” idea sparsely popping up in your mind! Never
ignore that thought.

Here | would like to share my personal experience which illus-
trates my point above. | used to be a mediocre student whose only
aspiration was to enter into one of the top three universities in Hong
Kong. Thus, | didn’t work very hard or push myself to my utmost be-
cause any of those universities would have been suitable.

Things changed after | joined the Summer Institute of 2012 hosted
by CUHK. There, | met peers from other traditionally famous schools
and discovered they were so hardworking that they brought their text-
books to revise for the DSE exam more than one year away. On my way
home, | started thinking about what | really wanted in my life. | said to
myself, “I want to study in the field of Global Business so badly!” This
idea was stuck in the forefront of my mind and so pronounced that |
was annoyed with the thought and tried to brush it aside. On the fourth
time it popped up, | knew that it would be the field of study to strive for
in my DSE results.

This is the reason why my peers, teachers and even | myself
found it amazing that | was much more hardworking than ever before
at the start of Six Form. | worked hard after school and during recesses
and even before the morning assemblies. Diligence is the key to suc-
cess, inevitably.

Perseverance also counts for something, though. The road to re-
alizing a lofty dream will never be an easy one. The ones who truly
loose are those who make excuses and give up easily; while winners
are those who are able to hang on and stick to the plan. | still find it
hard to forget our graduation ceremony and while others were tak-
ing photos, | snuck away to put in more library time, alone. (A special
tribute to Mr. Ng Ho Keung who nearly made me cry outright with his
warm encouragement.)

Now, | have proven how a single thought could change your en-
tire behavior. How about those of you who have yet to take the DSE?

BERE > AREACKES - BEERE > BNSABSIEERN
ARHARATBRBEANER/ VI —EEE - TZARLHARREE
B RAFErEEEA TS EARESINES  tHBELR
FREABRITEABTZRARE - T8 - BARALHEHATHERA
TRARHI - EEERE—ERRAEE - AR EE A SE
B AMATEHE S  ELEH AREME TEEER RN AIEA
RER——BF - R HRAZEUSZNAIE "HELT, - MELM
HUBEAREHETIERIDRE -

BRA—MUPANRBIREN - thUAPRE T KSHIIFR - B0
BB LEE - FAETORSHEERMU—ENER - BHEREE
BHRAETE—HEFSE - HFBER 1 TUFHE - RABRE, - HR
ARRI e — B R NMESE —FRAERE - BERMINHFKETES
BHREZ > MERMAC - BERRTER TEHACLABARE -
ANERZLMEMRERES - TEhAECELFHNAIEFRTAMREIRE
15 o Fit - EEHRIEHNFBEZMNT EN S BRI BLLE - MEET
JBCHNANEE  —S—SRACHIEEEE -

BRI LEEBRENAS RS - B—HEZASOEERE
THARFHINER - AR ARETELURNEAE - ERMALTRE
EAFEAAT  VEZANSREBIEANEAER VAERNERIEE
LERT ZVEMREBER - U SNMEZR - JUERUEXE

Here, | am quite proud to say that the
change in my behavior has made me keener
to study, read and learn. Ever since, | be-
came a frequent visitor of the library, where
| read numerous sources from newspapers,
to books, to finance to magazines, | have
become increasingly diligent. It is this kind
of out-of-the-classroom exposure that has
equipped me better for the DSE. So, never
forgo any single stray thought! Remember
their importance of how those thoughts can
change everything.

How about the change in my personality? Diligence, resilience,
attention to detail, being more forgiving, being more optimistic are the
virtues that | have either found in myself or enhanced during this trying
process of realising my “crazy” singular thought.

How about the change in my life? Well, | am currently studying for
BBA(IBGM) in HKU. | am still striving to make an impact on my future,
stemmed from my “wild” thought of getting admitted into Global Busi-
ness Department.

“But, | am not as smart, diligent, tough, or ambitious,” some of you
may counter in your minds. In the first place, your thoughts or goals are
unique and special to you. Be it, getting admitted to a certain program,
the university or even getting passes in all subjects are all feasible
dreams. As long as you would like to make a difference in your life by
setting meaningful goals, that is good enough.

| would like to share one more bit of information from personal
history to my aspiring schoolmates. Started out from, none other than
1E, the so-called “special class”. But my humble beginnings didn’t
dampen my aspiration to be in the elite class, which | did realize. Then,
why should you guys easily give up in the face of obstacles? No one
can belittle you, except you yourself.

| hope you find my sharing of some use to you as these words
written from the bottom of my heart.

Cheng Tak Wai David

5 in Economics, BAFS, Mathematics, Mathematics Extension
(Module 1)

5%in Chinese Language, English Language, Chinese History
HKU BBA in International Business & Global Management
(IBGM)
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Now recalling my splendid vacation on the
Gold Coast, the breathtaking scenery and the
magnificent beaches are still vivid in my mind. In-
dulging in the refreshing air, snoozing on the fine
sand, listening to the waves and breezes—this is
a typical Aussie weekend. It is the relaxing and
bright atmosphere making the Australians extro-
verted and optimistic.

The way students see learning impresses
me. During my stay in All Saints Anglican School,
| was amazed to discover how active the Aussie
kids were in class. They were keen on answering
questions. Though they might not be certain about
the correct answers, they still raised their hands
and strived to answer teachers. You won't believe
that nearly the whole class raised hands to answer a completely inaccessible
chemistry question! They are truly the proud active learners! In contrast, we,
the Hong Kong students, were silent. In the Aussie classrooms, we dared not
answer a single question. The teacher once showed disappointment on our
performance, but she kept encouraging us to speak up in class.

Australians do not complain much and they cherish everything they pos-
sess. | met a nice girl called Laura who was born and raised in a Brisbane farm.
She told me that Australians were very proud of the nature and they endeav-
ored to protect everything granted by the nature. She shared with me one of
the virtues Australians have —they do not waste food or resources. She was
quite upset when seeing some of us discarded a large amount of food without
a second thought, while we were actually given a choice to decide how much
we wanted. Her words prompted my reflection. Hong Kongers always take
things for granted and waste the precious resources. We even forget where
the fruits we are enjoying are from. It is through the blood, sweat and tears
of our previous generations can we taste the sweetness of the fruits. Despite
the bountiful resources in their country, Australians realize the significance of
conservation and sustainable development, and display their environmental
awareness in life.

| have been impressed by this gorgeous continent where people are so
easy to get along with. Believe it or not, you will only regret if you don’t seize
your chances to step out of your own tiny world and ignite your curiosity. Once
you step out from your circumstances, you can promptly figure out your own
constraints and undesirable habits. One pause, one breath and one try allow
you to escape from the exhaustion and fatigue. Open your eyes to the world.

5A Carlie Ko
Study Tour to Australia
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Sir Edward Youde Memorial Fund Council Sir Edward
Youde Memorial Prizes 2012/13
5C BREZ 6E &I
Island School Nicola Myers and Kenneth McBride
Memorial Fund Scholarship
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Third in Choral Speaking
Shun Lee Catholic Secondary School 3E
Second in Solo Verse Speaking
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Third in Solo Verse Speaking
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The 28th Sing Tao Inter-School Debating Competition
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Merit in Girls Choir 2nd Devision Senior
Shun Lee Catholic Secondary School
Merit in Woodwind Ensemble
Shun Lee Catholic Secondary School
Proficiency in Woodwind Ensemble
Shun Lee Catholic Secondary School
2nd-Runner up in Junior Di
1A BBiEE
Honours in Intermediate Guitar
5C RIEH
Meritin  Woodwind Ensemble
5B  ZIfRER 5B #REENS

Merit in Brass Ensemble
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Merit in G5 Piano
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Merit in G7 Piano
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Merit in Intermediate Guitar
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Merit in Junior Clarinet
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Merit in Junior Clarinet and Proficiency in G4 Piano
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Merit in Junior Saxophone
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Merit in Junior Trombone
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Merit in Junior Trumpet
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Merit in Piano Composer of the Year
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Merit in Senior Pipa
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