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The New Senior Secondary Curriculum
aims at enhancing students’ understanding of
contemporary issues and encouraging them
to respect pluralism of cultures and views. In
response to these curriculum aims, a number
of study tours have been organized to nurture
our students into critical, reflective and

independent thinkers.

Singapore Study Tour

Opening the door to another Asian world-
class city, 40 of our Secondary Four students

studied three major areas in Singapore,

namely, environmental protection, cultures
study life. The
NEWater, Marina Barrage, City Gallery and

and delegates visited
an organic farm to see how the Singaporean
government carries out different policies to
reuse and recycle resources for the sustainable
development of their country. Students also
visited a goat farm for a close and exciting
encounter with animals. While learning
more about different cultures and religions
found in the country through their visit to
the Asian Civilization Museum, students
further experienced the multi-cultural facets
of Singapore and various lifestyles of people
living here though the city walk in Litile
India and China Town.

Despite all the landmarks students visited,
the most unforgettable moments must be

the time they spent with their counterparts

at CHIJ St. Joseph’s Convent, our partner
school. Young people from both cities
chatted, mingled and had their cultural
perspectives broadened. They extended their
learning beyond classrooms and transcended
learning to service. Students from both
schools visited elderly homes. Their laughter
and youthful energy brightened the elderly

homes and delighted senior citizens.

Our students brought home more than
souvenirs from Singapore, but living values
for their personal growth and a wide range
of knowledge and issues that have an impact
on their daily lives, their community and
even the wider world. The five-day journey
has made a huge difference in our students’
development and made them mature and

reflective individuals.




Taiwan Art and Culture Study Tour

A piece of artwork actually cannot be
described by words. However, when you
experience it, you will realize the wonderment
of it. Reading a book and experiencing a
book are two absolutely different things. So
how do we experience art?

21 of our Secondary Four and Five students
who study Visual Art joined the Art and
Culture Learning Tour to Taipei in July.
In this tour, students experienced creating
art and visiting Art Museums. They went
to Jiufen, Tamsui and YehLiu Geo-park to
‘experience’ photographs and ‘experience’
sketches. They also studied how to knead
pottery in a ceramic workshop. In the end
students could feel their creation of a cup
and they are looking forward to the day of
delivery when it arrives Taiwan to Hong
Kong.

Students also ‘experienced” the Taiwan
culture through a walk in Eslite bookstore —
it was nothing like we have ever taken part
in, like a magical garden of books. We also
tasted, touched, and heard the wonders of a
night market while staying in Taipei.

The highlight of the Art Tour was a visit to
art museums. Students visited The Museum
of Contemporary Art and Ju-Ming Museum.
The most unforgettable experience was in the
National Chiang Kai-shek Memorial. There
was a highlighted exhibition of Salvador
Dali’s Mind of Genius on display. Dali was
a great master artist and Genius who showed
a wide-range of creativity and imagination
towards life. With the help of an experienced
guide, the delegates had a wonderful visit in
Dali’s exhibition. They were impressed by
the master pieces displayed and the passion

Visit to an Organic Farm in Taiwan

There can be a multitude of comparisons
when pitting the cityscape of Hong Kong and
the natural scenes of Taiwan’s country side,
which leads us to the question, can our lives
be simplified in this sophisticated ‘e-society’?
And the question remains, whether we have
time to truly lie down on a grassy lawn and
gaze at a starry night?

Organized by Moral and Civic Education
Team, the Taiwan study tour brought sixteen
S3 and S4 students to an organic farm during
the Easter holiday. It aims at broadening the
students’ horizons through experiencing the
daily routine of farm work and stepping in the
shoes of a farmer. Students left the comforts

of modern Hong Kong and the trappings
of their comfortable homes, disconnected
themselves from the internet and tasted the
flavor of a simple life.

Everyday, they woke up in the wee hours
of the morning, watered plants, lit up the
firewood, prepared their own meals, baked
breads in ovens made of mud and cultivated
their own piece of farmland.

After five solid days on the organic farm,
they found that:

Our nature is beautiful, and

our lives can be simplified.

for creation in Dali’s life.

The four-day journey has made a difference
in our perception of art and aesthetic
development in the world. Students
discovered the true colors of art in Taipei.
They found that for Taiwanese People, art
is not just about a famous drawing or an
exhibition. Art is life and souls, so it can’t be
described by words, rather, experienced.

g WK R
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Strive for Excellence

Frankly speaking, it is known to all that in order
to get what we want we have to set lofty goals for
ourselves. As far as | am concerned there are two
types of goals. One of them is the final goal and the
other is a short-term goal. For example, a final goal
for a basketball player is to win a championship
with his team and his short-term goal can be to
improve his passing skill. Still, even if we develop
all sorts of ways to motivate ourselves to reach the
top, what’s next?

Plan—would be the answer to that question. From
time to time, we may get extremely frustrated and
worry about whether there is enough time for us
to accomplish all our plans. That’s when time
management comes into play. But, before the
idea of time management, we have to thoroughly
understand our priorities, helping to eliminate
trivial pursuits so that ‘life’s grand picture” comes
into focus. We have to make necessary sacrifices.
Take the student who has to sit for exams as an
illustration. He or she may need to stop unessential
leisure and extracurricular activities, such as the
time consuming computer game or chatting on the
phone. It is absolutely futile to perform the lofty
task of passing exams without reevaluating one’s

S3 Wang Shan Shan

Study Tour to New Zealand

priorities. Only then we can start to plan. Planning
helps to eliminate worries and takes care of the
‘little stuff,” allowing us to focus on what is truly
priority, getting into university.

Although sacrifices have to be made to achieve
our final goal, by no means does this require us to
give up every single interest. As a matter of fact,
interests or hobbies play a vital role in relieving
stress. It may even relieve us from potential
insanity. Pressure maybe a great motivator and a
way to push us to our limits but the human side
of all of us still need distractions. When there
is too much stress, a healthy mind will crave
balance. Exercise is a common ‘distraction” which
contributes happy endorphin being released and
thus mentally stabilizing us to push on. The fear is
that if we do not do so we will only find ourselves
stuck in an ‘abyss of endless stress,” which
eventually results in our giving up of our goals;

which bring us back to ‘square one’.

To conclude, reaching excellence is not an
unachievable endeavor when we plan and set
long and short term goals. However, to achieve
it, it requires consistent effort and good time
management with the occasional basketball game.

What makes New Zealand attractive? The passion
of New Zealanders. Last summer, I acquired a
blissful kiwi experience. Although I just stayed
in New Zealand for two weeks, I have had a deep
affection for this awesome country.

Once I entered the classroom, I was welcomed
by enthusiastic schoolmates who
themselves to me and asked me different questions
about my life in Hong Kong. Actually I could

introduced

hardly remember their names, but we got on very
well and have become good friends.

I also enjoyed my time being with my incredible
host family who treated me really well. One of my
homestay brothers is Jackie, from whom I have
learnt a lot. He is a Vietnamese. He wasn’t very
confident about his English. He even found it hard
to pronounce some English words, but he tried his
best to speak English and learnt from mistakes.
His perseverance has impressed me and from him I

Amy Tang Nga Ping

5%* in English Language
5%* in Chinese Language
5%* in Liberal Studies

5% in Mathematics

Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery
The University of HK

learn nothing comes before efforts. [ won’t give up
easily even when I encounter obstacles in my life.

It is impossible you have perfect English
proficiency after spending two weeks in an English-
speaking country, but as long as you summon up
the courage and try to speak more, you will soon
develop confidence in communicating with people
in English. After my stay in New Zealand, I have
become more interested in the language. I will
continue to polish my proficiency.

So long as you are determined to strive for
improvement, you will achieve your goal. Grab
every opportunity that comes to you. Learning is
never confined to classrooms. Explore the world
and have your perspectives widened. I will never
forget a word I have learnt from my buddy in New
Zealand. It is “YOLO” — You Only Live Once.
Enjoy your marvelous life!



I have always dreamt of lying on enormous
grassland and sitting under the sun to enjoy the
beauty of nature. This summer I realized my
dream. I took part in an Australia study tour
and had extraordinary time in the country. I still
remember the smell of grass and the warmth
of the sun.

Before meeting my host family, I spent two
days in a ranch trying some activities such
as horse riding and sheep shearing. These
activities are novel to me, especially sheep
shearing. It is interesting to see the sheep have their clothes removed
by shearers, but a question popped up in my mind, “Do they feel cold?”
Yet, the question remains unanswered and I will find it out later. Another
unforgettable moment was Jojo, my roommate and I made some traditional
Chinese dishes for our Aussie host parents. They were astonished at our
culinary skills!

I'm delighted to have grasped the opportunity to take part in this study tour.
I have learnt a lot about the country and have developed greater confidence
in using English to communicate with others. The sixteen-day trip has also
inspired me to explore the world. From now on, I will treasure chances
around me and step out of my comfort zone to learn and improve myself.

S4 Ho Hiu Ming
Study Tour to Australia
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I LOVE discovering new things.
This is why I joined the study tour to
Australia, which I would describe is
the best decision I have ever made.

I was so anxious before meeting my
host family because 1 was not sure
whether we could communicate well
or not. Yet such anxiety soon left me
and we got along very well. My host
sisters are so funny and their presence
always delights everyone. The energetic girls enjoy doing cartwheels and
every day they turn their home into gymnasium.

1 have learnt a lot during my stay in Australia, but it is Australians’ positive
attitude towards life that inspires me the most. They are cheerful because
they live life for the moment. “No worries!” is what they always say,
which now becomes my motto when I come back to the stressful life in
Hong Kong. Though my beloved host family is not around, their optimistic
outlook will be with me and keeps me strong when I face obstacles in life.

S4 Chan Tsz Ling
Study Tour to Australia
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