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Parallel Lessons Project, “English is FUN.

Faculty of Education, English + Science is EVEN MORE FUN!"
The University of Hong Kong Shun Lee students would agree no more
To provide a quality education, collaborative lesson 4 Oof our Secondary One students last year

preparation has been a school practice for almost a were very fortunate to have participated
decade for teachers to exchange their teaching ideas. In in the English enrichment programme initiated
October 2009, our English teachers extended their scope by Dr. Amy Chi from the Language Centre of
of professional exchange from our Shun Lee campus to a the University of Science and Technology.

Singaporean school, Bedok North Secondary School.
Our students were encouraged to use English

Through a professional training programme entitled Parallel while engaging in different exciting games and
Lessons Project, initiated by the Faculty of Education,The doing scientific experiments. The highlight of
University of Hong Kong,English teachers from both the workshop was the construction of bridges.
schools had a chance to observe each other’s lesson on

the same topic—study pressure, via the video-confer- Our students became young bridge

designers and built their own bridges
with colourful straws. With the assistance
of the instructors, students also had their
presentation describing the design of their
bridges and explaining their bridge to a
panel of adjudicators.

encing system. Following the lesson observation,
teachers from both cities shared their views on
the design of the two lessons and discussed

how the same topic could be taught differ-

ently to arouse students’ interest and

facilitate their learning.

The enrichment programme not only
turned our Secondary One students
into fantastic bridge designers, but also
transformed them into confident Eng-
lish speakers.

Not only did the project create more
opportunities for English teachers to
perfect the implementation of a lesson
together, it also opened their eyes to
the teaching pedagogy of Singaporean
teachers and the education system in
Singapore.
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Tales of Two Cities: Understanding Hong Kong and Singapore

he New Senior Secondary Curriculum aims to enhance students’ understanding of contemporary issues, encourage them to
respect pluralism of cultures and nurture them to be a critical, reflective and independent thinker. In response to these cur-

riculum aims, our school came up with an idea of organizing a study tour that prepares students for the new curriculum. Last April,
our school realized the dream of many students and helped them open the door to another Asian world-class city, Singapore.

40 of our Secondary Four students participated in the study tour and they studied three major areas, namely, environmental pro-
tection, study life and cultures in Singapore. The delegates visited NEWater, Marina Barrage and Land Transport Gallery to see
how the Singaporean government carries out different policies to reuse and recycle resources as well as reduce the negative
impact of the transport system on the environment.

Students also visited Underwater World in Sentosa and Night Safari for a close and
exciting encounter with marine life and other animals. They also experienced the mul-
ti-cultural background of the city through a food-tasting journey, in which they tried the
dishes of different races in Singapore such as Indian, Eurasian and

Malaysian.

The highlight of the study tour was the visit to our partner school, St. Joseph’s Con-
vent. Our students introduced Hong Kong to their newly-met friends and had a taste
of how studying in Singapore is like by attending some of their lessons. The delegates
had a wonderful stay in St. Joseph’s Convent and were impressed by the positive
learning attitude of their Singaporean counterparts.

Our students brought home more than souvenirs from Singapore, but living values for
their personal growth and a wide range of knowledge and issues that have an impact
on their daily lives, their community and even the wider world. The five-day journey
has made a huge difference in our students’ personal growth and intellectual develop-
ment.

Tales of Two Cities Continue...
The study tour also brought us something beyond our expectation — the friendship
with the students in St. Joseph’s Convent.

Following our stay in St. Joseph’s Convent, our Singaporean friends paid a visit to
Shun Lee in May. Their presence filled our campus with joy and laughter. Young

people from the two cities exchanged their ideas in classrooms and broadened their
cultural perspectives through a learning journey on Preservation and Revitalization.
Our students showed their Singaporean friends several heritage-listed buildings and
tourist attractions in the city such as the Central Police Station Compound in Central
and the 1881 Heritage in Tsim Sha Tsui. It was indeed a precious opportunity for Shun
Lee students to play host to such an exchange programme.

The Shun Lee — St. Joseph’s Convent Exchange Programme : 2 S
2010 came to a perfect end but the Tales of the Two Cities : B T Y gf(';':gs-”s%”
does not. The friendship between the two schools is continu- == 4 n ISP

ously blooming and students from both cities will set to learn
from each other through the exchange programme 2011.
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Dream the untouchable dream. That is what the previous principal Mr. Hong had said when | was a Secondary Three student. My dream
sounded so simplistic; create a better life for others. But how was this to play out practically. Questioning this, | pondered on what |
could do to make a difference in others’ lives. The answer lies in protecting what we possess such as societal rights and freedoms in this

fair city. Driven by this lofty sense and cause, | determine to go down the avenue of becoming a lawyer.

Qualifying for studying law in university a year earlier definitely gives anyone a high sense of achievement. However, in retrospect it means
very little as the road toward being a lawyer and ultimately helping people is longer than most “roads of success”. There will be countless
obstacles and adversities to be encountered. So, think upon the past as what it is, history. Keep the eyes focused on the path ahead.

Recently, a friend shared his perception on my current achievement and he likened it to a comment made about Caesar, “What millions died
that Caesar might be great”. Unlike Caesar | never sacrificed any human lives to realise my dream, but there was a costly sacrifice, time!
Staying on the campus fourteen hours a day for revision means that you forfeit time with loved ones. Honestly, my life felt empty while | was
preparing the public exams. It became the only purpose of my life. Focusing solely on your studies eventually shapes a person into a lonely
machine, especially when a person measures self-worth by grades and marks.

Some may wonder whether | regret pursuing excellence at the expense of these precious moments in time and perhaps not but because |
realise that there are still chances for me to act. Gratefully, this year | have time to rectify the situation before it was irreconcilable. Spending
more time with my parents as well as showing love and care to them gives me a sense of fulfilment. Now, | am more than satisfied with my
effort towards improving myself to be a more compassionate and considerate companion.

| believe a true high achiever will not be intoxicated by vanity and success. Instead, a go-getter always con-
templates introspectively for improvement so that he will be capable of reaching another personal peak or
best thorough consideration ample consideration. Therefore, remember to evaluate your progress frequently
for making improvement. It is more fundamental than just striving for excellence.

Now, taking opportunity, | would express my deepest gratitude to all the teachers and friends that | have
helped me reach my lofty goal. Thank you not only for teaching me knowledge, but also for showing how
wonderful the world can be. They have inspired me on my journey to realizing my dream. Wish you all the

best and | will miss you all.
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Dreams are those thread fibers that unify your body, your soul and your mind. Nobody except yourself can understand the emotions inside
you, the experiences you've experienced and the feelings you feel. It is important to take note of all these dreams, what they mean and
how they will play out practically. Not only will these dreams start to string together successes and failures but also it also builds character.

How my dream is to display itself is in the financial sector. | hope to cooperate with others to improve the economic system in Hong Kong so
that the widening wealth gap can be reduced so all people on the economic scale can obtain a better life. All around us we can see the effects
of this rich and poor gap is getting ever larger.

In Hong Kong, some people are living in extremely difficult conditions. Once, | saw a woman sleeping under a bridge, to hide from the poring
raining. If we walk in her shoes, we will certainly find it intolerable. When walking to the MTR station on my way to school, | see the same old
woman toiling with pile of cardboard. When | take bus home, | see shattered faces holding on to a few extra minutes of sleep. They must be
working like dogs to be in this state. A little closer to home is the story of my father who works as a chef. He has only two day rest per a year.
These examples show that there are some people leading a hard life and they are only a tip of the iceberg.

What emotions do these real life examples invoke in you? | feel upset. It teaches us that life is cruel. Those people devoted their time to earning
money, but how much can they really gain? Is it enough to sustain their family’s meager living standard. They have lost a sense of freedom.
They have lost their time and relationship with others. This situation is attributed to the economic system in Hong Kong. These people cannot
change fate. They can only face the harsh reality. | want to help them.

This is my dream. | never pondered so deeply about these matters when | was younger. There is a saying
by an American famous writer, Carl Sandburg, “Nothing happens unless first a dream.” It's true that we
need to set a goal first and work hard to achieve it. Don’t be afraid of the space between your dreams and
reality. It is there where your dreams string together. If you can dream it, you can make it with hard work
and determination.
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