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S1 English Day Camp 2014

“Argentina got one point! Brazil, two!” This
was not a line from the World Cup, but from
an enthralling English post-exam activity our
S1 students participated. With the hot theme
of “World Cup 2014”, both boys and girls
were having a blast while learning English
through a series of creative tasks and group
presentations.

Although dominated by girls, the whole
class was quickly held spellbound by the
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warm-up activities facilitated by Mr. Alex, the
native-speaking English teacher, under the
masculine theme of football. They were all ears
and enthusiastically introduced the country
they represented in English. After further
vocabulary input from the teacher, they got
the design bug to create their T-shirts for their
country teams. They were so eager to present
their brilliant ideas. All of them had a good
laugh while learning and speaking English.
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No one could deny the effort both the
instructor and students devoted to the activity,
or could anyone reject that S1 students had the
audacity to challenge themselves to progress
even further. Their growth not only lies in their
English abilities, but also their confidence in
themselves. The English Day Camp was truly a
fruitful and rewarding experience to our young
learners.
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Laos Trip

“Sabaidee”, putting two hands together is
a way people greet others in Laos.

“In Laos, growing up is an uphill battle”, a
quote from Apple Daily.

“Khawp jai lai lai” is what | often heard
during my stay in Laos. It means “Thank you”.

Last summer, | paid a visit to Saravan, the
least developed province of one of the poorest
countries in Asia, Laos.

Hong Kong reporters once described the
life of children in Laos as a misery. It is no
exaggeration.

In Laos, 44% of children are suffering
from severe malnutrition, adversely impacting
their health and growth. This may explain why
people in Laos are much shorter than average
Asians. And this also explains why | went to
Laos while other students went to Australia and
New Zealand in summer.

As a UNICEF Youth Envoy, | have
participated in a series of programmes
regularly held by the organization. One of
them is promoting a better provision of food for

Reflection on

In Singapore, you can see well-connected
highways; you can enjoy city skyline with
skyscrapers and greenery co-existing in
perfect harmony; you will be amazed by how
the state-of-the-art technology supports the
sustainability of natural resources. Singapore
is well-known for her achievements in
sustainable development and environment
conservation. But have you thought of the
reasons behind her success? | have found the
answer through this magnificent trip.

The key thrust for achieving these is
Singaporeans’ passion and dedication to
their country. The Singaporean government
plays a major role in it. Various museums
are established to help the public understand
their city, and more importantly, to educate
them to protect their environment and cherish
their natural resources. For example, Marina
Barrage, Singapore’s 15th reservoir and
first reservoir in the city, shows visitors how
it provides water supply and flood control.
Through different exhibitions, citizens have
their sense of belonging to their country
strengthened. When their love to the country
grows, they strive to make it even better. This
is something Hong Kong young people should
reflect upon — when complaining about what
we lack, what can we contribute to make our
city a better place?

5B Emily, Law Hoi Ying

more nutrition intake, and basic hygiene mainly
about washing hands and the use of toilet.

Promoting such basic hygiene may sound
absurd to affluent Hongkongers. When we are
so used to having water running out from the
tap, hardly do we understand how precious
water is in Laos. In Saravan, buckets of
water can only be obtained from the village
miles away. Water is an extravagance in this
poverty-stricken province. People there show
great reluctance to use the scarce resource
for washing hands, not to mention flushing the
toilet. Furthermore, toilets are not commonly
seen in Laos. The only toilet in the school |
visited was built with the help of UNICEF two
months before we went there. In order to have
sustainable development in Savaran, UNICEF
is not going to build more toilets, but to teach
people there how to build them.

| guess now you can understand why
UNICEF wishes to promote something as
fundamental as washing hands and proper use
of toilets. | guess now you realize how fortunate
you are as a Hongkonger, yet we may not be

as admirable as Lao people.

Despite abject poverty, Lao people are
happy and contented. Children are pleased
with what they have. They have tyre, soil and
rock as toys. They see chickens and pig as
pets. You give them a smile. They return with a
broad grin. They are not privileged, yet happy.
| am glad to have the precious opportunity to
witness the changes in Laos, and | look forward
to playing a part in effecting more changes in
the area after my graduation.

6A Chan Hiu Yan

Singapore Study Tour

It is no exaggeration to say that the
Singapore tour is enriching, rewarding and
remarkable. All of us were impressed by
the sustainable development of Singapore,
especially the magnificent facilities Marina
Barrage and NEWater.

The most unforgettable moment to me in
Singapore was the fourth day when | spent
time with students of St. Joseph’s Convent
(SJC). We started our day attending lessons
together. Then, we visited the Art-Science
Museum at Marina Bay Sands, where we saw
an interesting exhibition about dinosaurs.

Sophie is one of the SJC students | met.
She is passionate and energetic. She shared
her school life with me and | discovered that
our lives shared a lot of similarities, despite
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that we live in different places. Both Hong Kong
and Singaporean teens are under tremendous
academic pressure. We both start our school
day at 8 in the morning and go home at 6:30
in the evening. At first | thought Singaporean
students would have an easier school life
compared to Hong Kong students. However,
my stay in St. Joseph’s Convent proved the
otherwise. Singaporean teens have a more
competitive school life, yet they enjoy their
lessons and are highly motivated in learning.
They play an active role in class and you
won't see much hesitation in their eyes when
they raise and answer questions. Their active
attitude towards learning is something that we,
Hong Kong students should learn from.

5CLau Yu Fei
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Gold Coast

The three weeks in Gold Coast was a
fruitful experience. It was not only a time for
English learning, but also a precious chance
for experiencing the culture. | was amazed by
the completely different lifestyle of Australians.

We started our journey with a visit to a
local farm. During our stay, the owner of the
ranch and our tour leader kindly arranged
various activities for us, including horse riding,
animal feeding, goat milking, bread baking,
boomerang painting and sightseeing. Apart
from these, we also enjoyed our first Aussie
style dinner in the farm. Salad, sausage,
bread and juice, which are the appetizers in
Hong Kong people’s eyes, were served as
main dishes on the dining tables. It is a novel
experience for me.

Another highlight of this tour is the time

we spent in All Saints Anglican School, in
which we met our host family and attended

If you ask me to describe my feelings
about the study tour | joined earlier--awesome,

incredible, enriching, fulfilling, inspiring,
stunning--countless words come into my mind.
Indeed, | have benefited from this study tour
significantly.

During my stay with the host family, the
carefree and relaxed lifestyle there amazed
me. Despite the slow tempo of their life, they
enjoy a far more regular pattern of work and
rest than us. They set up a timetable for having
meals, getting up and sleeping. We were told
to sleep at 9pm! What an astonishing fact!
This must be unimaginable for Hongkongers.
On weekends, the house brimmed with
delight. The whole family would stay together,
play and share the matters which took place
during the week. As a fun seeker, | indulged
in playing trampoline with the twins. They
were so adorable. Although | spent nearly a
week familiarizing myself with their lifestyle,
| envy their life as they have demonstrated
the most unadorned and comfortable way to
obtain glee. Compared to them, most of us are

Australian lessons. Mrs Melrose, a teacher
of All Saints, conducted a lesson about
Australian geography and culture for us. She
even became our tour leader in the trip. | really
learnt a lot from her lesson about Australia.
Besides, we attended Science classes with
local students. | noticed that the learning
atmosphere in their classes is pretty different
from ours. Students always raise questions
and actively discuss with teachers and peers.
Impressed by their learning attitude, | have
learnt to be more motivated in class.

What'’s the most unforgettable is the hours
that my host family spent with me. | was so
"fortunate" to have a teacher as my roommate.
Because of this, | felt quite anxious at the
beginning as | knew that | had no choice but to
communicate using my awful English. My host
parents, David and Jenny, were exceptionally
kind to encourage me to speak more. The most

fatigued and exhausted, struggling to make a
living. Everyone is burdened with tremendous
pressure. Having time mingling with our family
or friends is such an extravagant luxury. Just
slow down, relax and take a good rest. | am
sure you can obtain more joy than you have
ever before.

When it comes to the most inspiring
experience | relive from this journey, citizens’
strong sense of responsibility captivates
me. To begin with, the sense of duty of the
citizens far outshines Hong Kong people.
Once we visited a beach at Gold Coast, the
exquisite scenery caught my eye. Admiring
the vast sea with the limpid water, stepping
on the fine sand and breathing the refreshing
air, | felt as if placed in a delusional dream.
In the meantime, | discovered that some
citizens were packing their lunch boxes and
disposing of their refuse. Seeing this, | was
quite ashamed. In contrast, Hong Kong is
notorious for its poor environment. No one is
willing to sacrifice their time to improve our
society. We are just demanding convenience
but not looking at the big picture—the damage
we have brought to our environment. Thus,
why are we qualified for complaining about
a contaminated environment? Furthermore,
Aussie are willing to allocate their resources
to protect their local culture. During my farm
stay and the trip to the Currimbian Wildlife
Sanctuary, | have tried feeding animals, riding
a horse as well as holding a koala. | realised
that all the animals are taken good care of.
They are placed in a marvelous environment.
Besides, | went to an aborigine’s fun fair with
my homestay family, and discovered that the
aborigines, who are the original inhabitants in
Australia, were promoting the use of spear,

valuable thing | got is not just the improvement
in English, but the confidence to speak. It
is truly an enriching journey and precious
memory for me.

5C Fong Chor Man

didgeridoo and boomerang. They were
passionate to help us paint our faces as well.
Why would Australia be considered a unique
place? With these experiences, | have come
to understand the reason—all citizens are
devoted to treasuring what they possess and
their local cultures. Unlike Australia, Hong
Kong people are destroying all their local
characteristics for profit maximization. | do
hope that Hongkongers can learn from the
Aussie and cherish what we enjoy now, or our
next generation can'’t tell what Hong Kong is
renowned for. They will only see Hong Kong
as a place which combines cultures from many
places but lacking a local one.

Time goes by, the journey has ended. We
were reluctant to leave since all of us enjoyed
a prime time there. All warm memories will stay
with us forever. | will never forget this once-in-a-
lifetime experience. Just take one step forward
and explore the world, you can reap immense
benefits. Everyone needs some unforgettable
adventures and eye-opening experience!

5C Yeung Hang Wing
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The 65th Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival
Merit in Choral Speaking
Shun Lee Catholic Secondary School

First in Solo Verse Speaking
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